
  
PERMIRA PARTNERS WITH HANA GROUP TO SUPPORT ITS EXPANSION 

 

 Hana Group is a global provider of freshly prepared sushi “on the go” 

 Permira funds’ investment will support expansion in categories and channels 

31 January, 2019: London, Paris, New York: Hana Group (“Hana” or “the Company”) has today 

announced that Permira, the global private equity firm, has entered into a definitive agreement whereby 

a company backed by the Permira funds will invest in Hana, in partnership with the founders and the 

management, who will substantially re-invest in the Company. The transaction sees TA Associates, 

which was the first institutional investor in Hana, exiting its investment. 

Founded in 2012 by Laurent Boukobza and Jacques Attal, Hana is a global provider of freshly prepared 

sushi “on the go” through its 900 points of sale in grocery retailers across 12 markets. Its core 

geographies are the United States and France. In addition, Hana operates in the UK, Spain, Italy, 

Portugal, Belgium, Czech Republic, Romania and Luxembourg. The business now employs over 4,000 

people globally. Hana Group is a strategic partner to its customers. It has grown rapidly over the last 

seven years through both organic and external growth, including the transformative acquisition of Peace 

Dining in the United States. 

Yann Coleou, CEO, Hana Group, said: “The management team is very pleased to welcome the 

Permira funds as a new investor. This signals a new stage in Hana’s growth. I am confident that 

Permira’s involvement will be beneficial for our clients, customers and our team.”  

Jacques Attal, founder of Hana Group, said: "TA Associates have been strong partners through the 

investment period. They have supported us strategically, which has enabled the Company to become 

a global leader, and also embedded a culture of innovation which lays a strong foundation for our 

partnership with Permira.”  

Alexandre Margoline, Partner and Head of France at Permira said: "Jacques, Laurent and Yann have 

already developed Hana into a uniquely positioned business with global reach. We are very excited by 

the breadth of growth opportunities ahead, including new geographies, channels and clients.  

Leveraging its core capabilities across both B2B and B2C propositions, Hana is the perfect platform 

from which to build a global provider of freshly prepared meal solutions. We are looking forward to 

working with Yann and his team to support the next chapter in Hana’s growth and success.”  

Tara Alhadeff, Principal in Permira’s Global Consumer Team, said: “Global demand for sushi is growing, 

driven by consumers’ demand for healthy and convenient meals. At the same time, retailers are looking 

to introduce more theatre and experience into their stores. With its in-store chefs preparing fresh sushi, 

Hana addresses both of these trends.  We believe that Hana’s relentless focus on innovation, customer 

service and consumer experience, will continue to fuel growth and increasingly strategic collaboration 

with retail partners.” 

Patrick Sader, Managing Director at TA Associates, added: "We are very pleased to have been able to 

help Hana Group in its international development. Our partnership with the founders of Hana Group is 

a perfect example of TA Associates' investment philosophy. Hana Group is a unique business defined 

by the quality and diversity of its offering and its execution capacity worldwide. We would like to thank 

Hana Group’s founders and managers for their leadership, extreme focus on quality and innovation, 

and exceptional commitment, which today make Hana Group a leader in the premium food wholesale 

distribution sector." 

This transaction is expected to complete in Q2-2019. 

List of advisers: 

Hana Group was advised by Rothschild and KPMG for the financial aspects and LATHAM & WATKINS 

for the legal aspects, and the Boston Consulting Group. Its managers are advised by McDermott, Gide 

and Callisto. 



  
Permira was advised by Cambon Partners as advisory bank, McKinsey, Simon Kucher and Alix 

Partners for commercial diligence, Weil Gotshal & Manges for legal matters, Alvarez & Marsal for 

financial due diligence, PwC for tax and HR matters, and Linklaters for structuring. 
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Notes to editors: 

About Hana Group 

Founded in 2012, Hana Group (“Hana” or “HG”) is a global operator of in-store food kiosks in all retail 

formats and high traffic areas, offering ultra-fresh food on-the-go prepared by chefs in front of 

consumers, providing in-store entertainment and continuous product and concept innovation. Initially 

focused on sushi kiosks, Hana Group has developed other concepts, including pan-Asian food, as well 

as Italian and Mediterranean cuisines and operates under a portfolio of 14 brands 

For more information visit http://hanagroup.eu/.  

About Permira 

Permira is a global investment firm that finds and backs successful businesses with growth ambition. 

Founded in Europe in 1985, the firm advises funds with a total committed capital of approximately €33 

billion. The Permira funds make long-term control buyout investments and strategic minority 

investments in companies with the ambition of transforming their performance and driving sustainable 

growth. Over more than three decades, the Permira funds have made over 250 private equity 

investments in five key sectors: Consumer, Financial Services, Healthcare, Industrials and Technology.  

The Permira funds have a long track record of successfully investing in consumer companies around 

the world and have deployed over €8.8bn in the sector since 1997. Investments in the food and food-

related sectors have included Sushiro (Japan’s leading value sushi chain), BFY Foods, La Piadineria 

and Iglo Group. In France the Permira funds are also shareholders of Vacanceselect and Exclusive 

Group. Permira employs over 250 people in 14 offices across Europe, North America and Asia. 

For more information visit www.permira.com. 

About TA Associates: 

TA Associates is one of the largest and most experienced global growth private equity firms. Focused 

on five target industries – technology, healthcare, financial services, consumer and business services 

– TA invests in profitable, growing companies with opportunities for sustained growth, and has 

invested in more than 500 companies around the world. Investing as either a majority or minority 

investor, TA employs a long-term approach, utilizing its strategic resources to help management 

teams build lasting value in growth companies. TA has raised $24 billion in capital since its founding 

in 1968 and is committing to new investments at the pace of $2 billion per year. The firm’s more than 

85 investment professionals are based in Boston, Menlo Park, London, Mumbai and Hong Kong.  

 

For more information visit www.ta.com. 
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